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the water, nor are we otherwise saved but by remaining in the water." The Vesica Piscis, which is the figure of an oval, generally pointed at either end, and which is much used as the form of the seals of religious houses, and to inclose figures of JESUS CHRIST, or of the saints, also has its rise from this name of our Blessed Lo RD . Clement of Alexandria, in writing of the ornaments which a Christian may consistently wear, mentions the fish as a proper device for a ring, and says that it may serve to remind the Christian of the origin of his spiritual life.
PISCINA. A perforation in the wall of the church, through which the water is poured away with which the chalice is rinsed out, after the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. In old churches it usually assumes the appearance of a highly ornamented niche; and with the finistella, or little shelf with which it used to be furnished, it would still be a highly ornamented appendage to the chancel; besides being useful'as a prothesis or credence, and for the above mentioned purpose for which it was originally designed.
PLENARTY, from the word plenus full, signify that a Church is full of an incumbent.
PILGRIMAGE, a kind of superstitious discipline, which consists in taking a journey to some holy place, in order to adore the relics of some deceased saint. Pilgrimages began to be made about the middle ages of the Church, but they were most in vogue after the end of the eleventh century, when every one was for visiting places of devotion, not excepting kings and princes; and even Bishops made no difficulty of being absent from their Churches on the same account.
PLURALITY. This is where the same person obtains two or more livings with cure of souls. There are various canons of the Church against this practice: and the authorities of the Church are taking prompt measures to abolish it in the English Church.
POLYGLOT, having many languages. For the more commodious comparison of different versions of the Scriptures, they have been sometimes joined together, and called Polyglot Bibles. Origen arranged in different columns a Hebrew copy, both in Hebrew and Greek characters, with six different Greek versions. Elias